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You jest! Not really. A prototype device from Sid Kaufman (SLK Electronics - the ElectriCalc
people) that found its way to the Battery Lab that does just that. We found some minor
glitches in the pre-production sample and worked them out with Sid. Sid replaced this with
another unit; making some code adjustments, and the problem was resolved.
The LiPoDapter, as it is called, is connected between your LiPo pack and just about any
charger with output voltage and current needed for the LiPo you want to charge. It
conservatively counts the number of cells. While you are setting it up, the green LED blinks
number of cells. Should the number of cells indicated be low you simply tap the
programming button to add a cell.
Once you have verified the number of cells you then hold down the program button for 5
seconds until the red LED comes on, blinking the number of cells to confirm your setting and
indicating you are connected to the charger. Then you set your charger to the desired
charge current.
As the cut-off voltage limit (4.15-4.2 volts/cell) is reached the red LED stops blinking and
the green LED comes on indicating the charge is complete and the charger is disconnected.
I found it worked on any Ni-Cd/Ni-Mh charger I had in my collection - even the Alpha 4 (on
N function). The unit is packaged in 6-mil clear heat shrink and is available in either a single
unit or a dual unit for charging two LiPos at once.
The units tested do have a drawback. The LiPoDapter has what we could call a hard cut off
once it reaches the cutoff voltage. If you are charging at higher rates, such as 1C
recommended by most manufacturers, the LiPoDapter charges the pack only about 70%.
Most Lipo chargers employ a tapering current as they approach cut off, what we would term
as a soft cut off. If you use a lower charge current you will get to a higher level of charge,
but that will take some time.

For more information see http://www.slkelectronics.com/lipodapter/index.htm
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The number of small helicopters available on
the market has boomed over the past few
years, thanks to the development of very...

11/17/2013

Heli-Max

EC145

The World
Models

Zero 40EP ARF
with Electric
Package

The World Models has added a new Zero to
their lineup - the Zero EP 40 ARF. The Zero EP
is a warbird designed for electric po...
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HPI

Blitz RTR

HPI Racing delivers another robust race ready
Short Course Truck, the Blitz RTR. Out of the
box, this truck is ready to lead ...
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Flyzone

P-38 micro scale

The wheels were installed for the first flight, to
attempt a take off from the ground. The
steerable front wheel makes this m...
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Traxxas

DR-1 Coaxial
Dual-Rotor
Helicopter

If you're looking for something you can learn
to fly in your own living room, (at night, during
the winter even) you'd do wel...
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Traxxas

QR-1 Quad Rotor
Helicopter

The QR-1 lifted off and settled into a nice eye
level hover. a couple clicks of trim was all it
took to get a decent, nearly ...
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Flyzone

Hadron

Flyzone decided to equip the wing with a
thrust vectoring pusher engine, which allows
for crisp and sudden direction changes ...
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Airborne
Models

The Wingsmaker
Ultimate EP
(Preasse

The Wings Maker introduced a new Ultimate EP
at the 59th annual Weak Signals' Toledo Expo
Earlier this year. Its small size m...
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Heli-Max

Black Hawk

The 1/43 scale Black Hawk from Heli-Max is
not only a highly detailed replica of the full
scale helicopter b but one that is ...
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SIG

T-Clips EP ARF

The T-Clips is a 'not-quite-scale' rendition of
Erik Edgren's 1939 clipped-wing Taylorcraft.
Though there are a lot of T-Craf...
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Great Planes

SR22T ARF

The Great Planes SR22T is marketed as a sport
scale ARF which only requires a short few
hours of assembly time to get it read...
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The
Wingsmaker

50cc Paulistinha

SIG MFG

4-Star 54 ARF

Maxford

The Wing
Maker

Three years ago, I reviewed The World Models
P-56 Paulistinha. The P-56 is a Brazilian version 09/08/2013
of the Piper Cub with a few mo...

Now, if you're more than an absolute beginner
to RC, you've heard of the famous 4-Stars.
They've been around forever, and it ...

USA Antonov AN-2 I first saw the new Antonov AN-2, from
Maxford USA, at the 59th annual Toledo Expo
ARF
back in April, 2013. I was immediately dra...

Commander EP

When you want to perform at this level, you
need a meticulously designed plane, and the
high-end ones tend to come with high ...
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