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You jest! Not really. A prototype device from Sid Kaufman (SLK Electronics - the ElectriCalc
people) that found its way to the Battery Lab that does just that. We found some minor
glitches in the pre-production sample and worked them out with Sid. Sid replaced this with
another unit; making some code adjustments, and the problem was resolved.
The LiPoDapter, as it is called, is connected between your LiPo pack and just about any
charger with output voltage and current needed for the LiPo you want to charge. It
conservatively counts the number of cells. While you are setting it up, the green LED blinks
number of cells. Should the number of cells indicated be low you simply tap the
programming button to add a cell.
Once you have verified the number of cells you then hold down the program button for 5
seconds until the red LED comes on, blinking the number of cells to confirm your setting and
indicating you are connected to the charger. Then you set your charger to the desired
charge current.
As the cut-off voltage limit (4.15-4.2 volts/cell) is reached the red LED stops blinking and
the green LED comes on indicating the charge is complete and the charger is disconnected.
I found it worked on any Ni-Cd/Ni-Mh charger I had in my collection - even the Alpha 4 (on
N function). The unit is packaged in 6-mil clear heat shrink and is available in either a single
unit or a dual unit for charging two LiPos at once.
The units tested do have a drawback. The LiPoDapter has what we could call a hard cut off
once it reaches the cutoff voltage. If you are charging at higher rates, such as 1C
recommended by most manufacturers, the LiPoDapter charges the pack only about 70%.
Most Lipo chargers employ a tapering current as they approach cut off, what we would term
as a soft cut off. If you use a lower charge current you will get to a higher level of charge,
but that will take some time.

For more information see http://www.slkelectronics.com/lipodapter/index.htm
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Summary

Meet the newest plane from Ares
(pronounced Air-Ease). A state of the art,
upgradeable Taylorcraft - it comes out of
the box ...

Reviewed
04/17/2014

Ares

Taylorcraft 130 (RTF)

Maxford USA

Hansa-Brandenburg
ARF with Skis

Here's one of the later additions to
Maxford USA's lineup. Maxford USA has
been a great company to offer a wide
array of airc...

Best Pilots

realistic looking pilot
figures

I have been in the RC hobby for a long
time and one thing that has always
bothered me was that it has been next to
impossible...

03/23/2014

SIG

Kadet Senior Sport EG
ARF

SIG's latest offering is the new Kadet
Senior Sport EG. Like the Seniors of
yesterday, this version offers stable and
forgivi...

03/23/2014

Aeroworks

20cc-30cc Trainer GT
ARF-QB

Every year I attend the Weak Signals RC
Show held in Toledo, Ohio, more
commonly called "The Toledo Show". One
booth I always...

03/23/2014

04/17/2014

RedwingRC

Ares

RedwingRC delivers their Sbach 342 in a
30cc size, developed specifically for 30cc
02/17/2014
power plants. The plane is available in 3 ...

SBACH

Chronos CX100 Coaxial The recently released Ares Chronos CX100
Co-Axial helicopter has been touted as the 02/13/2014
Helicopter RT
'Easiest, most affordable way to shoot vi...

Michel
Clavier
Modelisme

Salto RTF

The latest addition to MCM·s offering is a
semi-scale reproduction of this majestic
02/08/2014
glider. The Salto MCM is a four meter ele...

Esprit Model

Standbox System

Heli-Max

AXE 100 CX

Tactic

TTX403-Channel SLT
Mini Radio

Now, if you go for the RTF aircraft, you get
a nifty little radio - a Tactic TTX402. It's a 01/31/2014
nice, mini-sized transmitter that...

Du-Bro’s

Heavy Duty Pull-Pull
System & Full

Du-Bro has introduced a line of accessories
for Giant Scale planes including a
complete pull-pull package. The only item 01/18/2014
miss...

Great Planes

Escapade MX ARF

Designed for both glow or electric power,
this new version looks a little leaner and
meaner. With its mid-mounted, straight
w...

01/11/2014

Hitec RCD
USA

Weekender Zipper

Mix it up with your friends at the local
park or field with our agile Zipper! Easy to
hand launch and perfect for lunchtime s...

01/11/2014

Estes

Proto X Nano
Quadcopter RTF

'Technology has come a long way since
this morning....' Just this month I saw the
Estes Proto X Quad, arguably the smallest
p...

01/11/2014

The standbox is a unique product for our
hobby. The product is marketed as a
4-in-1 unit with the main functions being
storag...

02/03/2014

"To fly the Axe 100 CX, all you really need
is to own one. You can successfully pilot
this helicopter even if it's your very ...

01/31/2014
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