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AN ADAPTER TO MAKE YOUR TRUSTY
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You jest! Not really. A prototype device from Sid Kaufman (SLK Electronics - the ElectriCalc
people) that found its way to the Battery Lab that does just that. We found some minor
glitches in the pre-production sample and worked them out with Sid. Sid replaced this with
another unit; making some code adjustments, and the problem was resolved.
The LiPoDapter, as it is called, is connected between your LiPo pack and just about any
charger with output voltage and current needed for the LiPo you want to charge. It
conservatively counts the number of cells. While you are setting it up, the green LED blinks
number of cells. Should the number of cells indicated be low you simply tap the
programming button to add a cell.
Once you have verified the number of cells you then hold down the program button for 5
seconds until the red LED comes on, blinking the number of cells to confirm your setting and
indicating you are connected to the charger. Then you set your charger to the desired
charge current.
As the cut-off voltage limit (4.15-4.2 volts/cell) is reached the red LED stops blinking and
the green LED comes on indicating the charge is complete and the charger is disconnected.
I found it worked on any Ni-Cd/Ni-Mh charger I had in my collection - even the Alpha 4 (on
N function). The unit is packaged in 6-mil clear heat shrink and is available in either a single
unit or a dual unit for charging two LiPos at once.
The units tested do have a drawback. The LiPoDapter has what we could call a hard cut off
once it reaches the cutoff voltage. If you are charging at higher rates, such as 1C
recommended by most manufacturers, the LiPoDapter charges the pack only about 70%.
Most Lipo chargers employ a tapering current as they approach cut off, what we would term
as a soft cut off. If you use a lower charge current you will get to a higher level of charge,
but that will take some time.

For more information see http://www.slkelectronics.com/lipodapter/index.htm
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Summary

I'd like to introduce you to the new
V-Venture HoTT V-Venture from Graupner. The V-Venture
Glider ARF & RTF is a mid-wing glider ideal for training new
pilot...

RF7.5 RC Flight
Simulator

If you're like me, you fly every chance
possible. Be that when the weather is
decent at my local flying field, or in our
loca...

Reviewed
12/12/2014

12/07/2014

I'd like to introduce you to the Decathlon
Decathlon Scout Scout from NICESKY. Distributed through
SLT TX-R w/
Hobbico and Tower Hobbies, the Decathlon 11/29/2014
Floats
S...

Hobby People

Micro Super Cub It's small, it's lightweight and it comes out
Front Yard Flyer of the box Ready To Fly. Let's open 'er up
RT
and have a look!...

11/29/2014

Dromida

"You can pay two — even three — times
more for a camera-equipped quad if you
Kodo Micro Quad want to. But why would you do that when
you can ...

11/23/2014

RCGF

While RC gas engines have been around
60cc Twin
for quite a while, the demand for high
Cylinder Gasoline quality twin cylinder variants is fairly
Engine
recent....

11/15/2014

Ares

Meet the Ethos HD and FPV - as their
names indicate, one carries an HD camera
Ethos HD and FPV while the other has FPV equipment. The
HD versi...

11/15/2014

SIG

Though just in the prototype stage, the
guys from SIG had a new T-Clips 70 at the
T-Clips 70 EG ARF 60th Annual Toledo Expo. Having reviewed 11/10/2014
th...

Ares

Ethos PQ

It seems as though every model company
has at least one multi-rotor aircraft in their 11/10/2014
lineup. Ares (pronounced Air-Ease) has ...

Sig

Somethin' Xtra
EG

I flew the original kit version way back
when it was first introduced and loved it,
11/02/2014
so when Sig's Vice President Mike Gretz a...

Dromida

Ominus Quad

When I opened the shipping box, one of
the first things I read on the container was 11/02/2014
'nearly indestructible'. This piqued my i...

The World Models

Ultimate Biplane A little extra power never hurt anything, so
10/25/2014
27% (50cc) ARF I figured the plane and engine would go
well together. The 27% Ultimate has been...

The Southern
Minnesota Model
Aircraft Club
(SMMAC)

The Southern Minnesota Model Aircraft
Watts over
Club (SMMAC) is the host of several
Owatonna 2014 warbird and giant scale events, but for the
last fi...

10/25/2014

Warbirds

Now in its 11th year, Warbirds Over the
Over the Rockies Rockies has become one of the country's
2014
best warbird fly-ins for RC warbirds, and it
...

10/18/2014

Great Planes

Factor 3D

The Factor 3D from Great Planes is a
conveniently sized electric airframe that is 09/14/2014
intended to give pilots an unlimited flight...
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