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(i1) require a decision by the Administrator on
approval or disapproval within 60 business days of
the date of submission of the application; and

(iii) allow for an expedited appeal if the application
is disapproved;

(B) allow for a one-time approval of similar operations
carried out during a fixed period of time; and

(C) allow a government public safety agency to operate
unmanned aircraft weighing 4.4 pounds or less, if oper-
ated—

(i) within the line of sight of the operator;

(i1) less than 400 feet above the ground;

(iii) during daylight conditions;

(iv) within Class G airspace; and

(v) outside of 5 statute miles from any airport,
heliport, seaplane base, spaceport, or other location
with aviation activities.

SEC. 335. SAFETY STUDIES.

The Administrator of the Federal Aviation Administration shall
carry out all safety studies necessary to support the integration
of unmanned aircraft systems into the national airspace system.

SEC. 336. SPECIAL RULE FOR MODEL AIRCRAFT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other provision of law
relating to the incorporation of unmanned aircraft systems into
Federal Aviation Administration plans and policies, including this
subtitle, the Administrator of the Federal Aviation Administration
may not promulgate any rule or regulation regarding a model
aircraft, or an aircraft being developed as a model aircraft, if—

(1) the aircraft is flown strictly for hobby or recreational
use;

(2) the aircraft is operated in accordance with a community-
based set of safety guidelines and within the programming
of a nationwide community-based organization;

(3) the aircraft is limited to not more than 55 pounds
unless otherwise certified through a design, construction,
inspection, flight test, and operational safety program adminis-
tered by a community-based organization;

(4) the aircraft is operated in a manner that does not
interfere with and gives way to any manned aircraft; and

(5) when flown within 5 miles of an airport, the operator
of the aircraft provides the airport operator and the airport
air traffic control tower (when an air traffic facility is located
at the airport) with prior notice of the operation (model aircraft
operators flying from a permanent location within 5 miles of
an airport should establish a mutually-agreed upon operating
procedure with the airport operator and the airport air traffic
control tower (when an air traffic facility is located at the
airport)).

(b) STATUTORY CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this section shall
be construed to limit the authority of the Administrator to pursue
enforcement action against persons operating model aircraft who
endanger the safety of the national airspace system.

(c) MODEL AIRCRAFT DEFINED.—In this section, the term “model
aircraft” means an unmanned aircraft that is—

(1) capable of sustained flight in the atmosphere;
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(2) flown within visual line of sight of the person operating
the aircraft; and
(3) flown for hobby or recreational purposes.

Subtitle C—Safety and Protections

SEC. 341. AVIATION SAFETY WHISTLEBLOWER INVESTIGATION OFFICE.

Section 106 (as amended by this Act) is further amended by
adding at the end the following:

“(t) AVIATION SAFETY WHISTLEBLOWER INVESTIGATION
OFFICE.—

“(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established in the Federal
Aviation Administration (in this subsection referred to as the
‘Agency’) an Aviation Safety Whistleblower Investigation Office
(in this subsection referred to as the ‘Office’).

“(2) DIRECTOR.—

“(A) APPOINTMENT.—The head of the Office shall be
the Director, who shall be appointed by the Secretary of
Transportation.

“(B) QUALIFICATIONS.—The Director shall have a dem-
onstrated ability in investigations and knowledge of or
experience in aviation.

“(C) TERM.—The Director shall be appointed for a term
of 5 years.

“(D) VACANCIES.—Any individual appointed to fill a
vacancy in the position of the Director occurring before
the expiration of the term for which the individual’s prede-
cessor was appointed shall be appointed for the remainder
of that term.

“(3) COMPLAINTS AND INVESTIGATIONS.—

“(A) AUTHORITY OF DIRECTOR.—The Director shall—

“(i) receive complaints and information submitted
by employees of persons holding certificates issued
under title 14, Code of Federal Regulations (if the
certificate holder does not have a similar in-house
whistleblower or safety and regulatory noncompliance
reporting process) and employees of the Agency con-
cerning the possible existence of an activity relating
to a violation of an order, a regulation, or any other
provision of Federal law relating to aviation safety;

“(ii) assess complaints and information submitted
under clause (i) and determine whether a substantial
likelihood exists that a violation of an order, a regula-
tion, or any other provision of Federal law relating
to aviation safety has occurred; and

“(iii) based on findings of the assessment conducted
under clause (ii), make recommendations to the

Administrator of the Agency, in writing, regarding fur-

ther investigation or corrective actions.

“(B) DISCLOSURE OF IDENTITIES.—The Director shall
not disclose the identity of an individual who submits a
complaint or information wunder subparagraph (A)@)
unless—

“(i) the individual consents to the disclosure in
writing; or



